Glycosaminoglycans and the control of cell surface proteinase activity.
It is postulated that the metabolically variable fine structure of pericellular heparan glycosaminoglycans affects the ability of these molecules to influence cell proliferation-associated proteinase-catalysed reactions occurring at cell surfaces. Evidence suggesting the possibility of a wide repertoire of glycosaminoglycan-mediated positive and negative effects on such reactions is reviewed. It is suggested that clinical administration of compounds related chemically to heparins might usefully modulate cell proliferation-associated proteinase activity.